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Parents Day  

Parenting is Childôs Play 

A Seminar for Parents of Young Children 

Saturday November 12
th
 2011, 10 am to 4pm 

Glenview Hotel, Glen of the Downs 

 

W 
icklow County Childcare Committee is delighted to facilitate a day for Parents of 
young children on Saturday November 12

th
 2011.    Its aim is to promote the 

importance of play within families and it will involve workshops on four areas of 
learning and development through play ï Creative, Language, Physical and Pretend.   The 
four areas overlap and interlink and this will be discussed in greater detail on the day. 
 
Creative Play ï Creative play promotes childrenôs learning and 
development.  It gives them the opportunity to express themselves in 
many different ways and involves looking at things in a new and 
unusual way.  Creative play allows children to develop their senses 
using materials and equipment in innovative ways.  The workshop on 
Pretend Play will be facilitated by Helen Maher who will demonstrate a 
range of practical ideas to help stimulate your childrenôs creativity. 
 
Language through Play ï Playing with children helps develop better speech 
and language skills.  Language learning is an ongoing process which 
occurs during everyday activities and especially through play.  Play 
enhances language and communication skills in a very direct way.  This 
workshop will be facilitated by Tricia Curtis who will explore all that you can 
do with your children, in a fun way, to encourage their speech and language 
development.  
 
Physical Play ï Understanding the importance of physical play is vital for your 
childôs development.  It helps them develop physically, mentally and 
emotionally.    It lessens the risk of childhood obesity which in turn can cause 
health risks such as diabetes, cancer, heart and lung disease in later life.  
Physical play  also helps children develop their socialization and problem 
solving skills.  The facilitator is in process of being confirmed. 
 
Pretend Play ï Children learn by imagining and doing.  The process of 
pretend play involves children building their skills is many areas - social, 
emotional,  thinking and language.   The workshop on Pretend Play will be 
facilitated by Kerri Anderson who will address the whyôs and howôs of 
imaginative play.  
 
Learning through Play is a principal theme of Aistear - the Early Childhood Curriculum 
Framework.  The National Council in Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA), which has 
developed Aistear, has produced a series of informative Tipsheets on Play, and it is 
anticipated that the day will develop on the information contained in them, and the 
Tipsheets will be available to Parents there. 
 
This day promises to be varied, informative and thought-provoking and also offers an 
opportunity for parents from across the County to come together and network. The cost is 
ʘ15.00 per person including lunch.   
 
To book a place, please contact Judy, on 0404-64455, or at Wicklow County Childcare 
Committee, Kilmantin Hill, Wicklow Town asap.  To get a copy of the WCCC training 
brochure visit www.wccc.ie , or ask Judy for one. 
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N 
ow that the Free Pre school Year 2011 ï 

2012 has begun and the Electronic Return 

deadline has passed, the following is a 

guide to the various ECCE forms childcare 

providers and parents may need to complete 

during the year.  

 

All the forms referred to are available to download 

from the Department of Children and Youth Affairs 

website:  www.dcya.gov.ie .  Follow these  links: 

Childcare/Free Pre school year where you will find 

the   óECCE Programme Guide to the Programme 

and the Administrative Procedures -  for Service 

Providers and Parentsô  and then click on ó 

Appendix 1ô 

 
1.  ECCE Form 1 -  New/Late Entrants Form  

 
New or late entrants can only now be accepted 

into the ECCE programme from the first Monday of 

the pre - school terms starting in January, April and 

July 2012.    So, please note that the ECCE 

capitation fee for any child who registers with a 

service after 30th September  will only be paid with 

effect from the beginning of the following 

preschool term.  

 

A new entrant application must be completed for 

any new or late entrants (ECCE Form 1 ï New 
Entrant Form ).  The completed form must be 

submitted to the Childcare Directorate, along with 

i) a copy of the childôs birth certificate and ii) a 

copy of official proof of the childôs PPSN. This will 

be a copy of an official document or card showing 

the childôs name and PPSN, e.g. a Social Services 

Card. a Drug Repayment Scheme card, a Medical 

Card, or a letter from the Department of Social 

Protection).  

 
2.  ECCE Form 2 -  Transfer Form  
 

Parents may choose to transfer their children from 

one service to another but again, only from the 

start of the following term. 

To do so, a parent must 

give written notice of the 

transfer request 4 weeks in 

advance of the start date of 

the following term by 

completing a Transfer Form  

-  this requires input from, 

and be signed off by, both 

the manager of the existing 

service and the manager of 

the new service, as well as 

the parent.  

 

Do remember that the capitation fee for the child 

will only be transferred with effect from the start 

date of the next pre -school term. If a child 

transfers from one service to another during a 

term, the charging of fees by the new service for 

the remainder of that term is a matter between 

the parent and the new service provider.  

 

3.  ECCE Form 3 -  Child leaving ECCE 
programme Form  

 
Where a child leaves a service and is not enrolled 

in a new service, the provider must contact the 

Childcare Directorate within 4 weeks to advise 

them of the position, by completing and returning 

ECCE Form 3 ï Child leaving ECCE programme 
Form . This also applies of course if a child leaves a 

service to go to primary school. Wherever a 

provider has already received ECCE funding for a 

child who leaves, any outstanding funding will be 

deducted from future payments due.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  ECCE Forms 4 & 5:  Transfer from the 

ECCE programme to the Childcare 
Education and Training Support (CETS) 

programme  
 

Where a child who was included in the ECCE return 

takes up a new place under the CETS programme, 

either within the same or a different childcare 

service, his or her entitlement to ECCE should 

immediately be transferred to CETS by completing 

and returning ECCE Form 4  ï Transfer from ECCE 
to CETS Form  to the Childcare Directorate.  If a 

CETS placement ends and the child is transferring 

back to the ECCE programme, ECCE Form 5 ï 

ECCE/CETS/ECCE ï must be completed and 

returned to the Childcare Directorate.  

 
 
 
 

ECCE Scheme 2011 ð2012  

http://www.dcya.gov.ie
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5.  Transfer from CETS programme to 
ECCE programme  

 
If a child is in a CETS place from the start of the 

pre -school year and the placement ends at a later 

point in the preschool year, he or she may enter 

the ECCE programme in the same service or a 

different service on submission of the completed 

ECCE Form 1 ï New Entrant Form . 

 

6.  ECCE Form 6: Transfers between 38 
week and 50 week programme models  

 

Transfers from the 38 week model to the 50 week 

programme model are not permitted as this would 

result in the payment of a higher capitation fee 

than is provided for.  Applications for transfers 

from the 50 week model to the 38 week model 

within the same childcare service should be made 

by completing and returning ECCE Form 6 ï 

Change in Level of 
Service Form  to the 

Childcare Directorate. If 

the child is transferring 

to a different childcare 

service, ECCE Form 2 ï 

Transfer Form must be 

completed and returned 

to  the Chi ldcare 

Directorate, and the 

change in level of 

s e r v i c e  w i l l  b e 

facilitated under the 

normal transfer rules.  

 

 

7.  ECCE Form 7: Deferral of ECCE place to 
the following year  

 

Where a parent, having enrolled a child in the 

ECCE programme, subsequently decides (only 

possible when their childôs date of birth is between 

2 February and 30 June thus making them eligible 

for ECCE in either of 2 ECCE óyearsô) that it would 

be more beneficial for the child to defer the pre -

school year until the following year, s/he may 

apply for a deferral. Such applications require 

completion and submission of ECCE Form 7 ï 

Deferral Form  to the Childcare Directorate. Please 

note that such applications can only be made 
within the first term of the pre -school year.  
 
 
 
 
 

If the application to defer the pre -school place is 

approved, any capitation fees already paid to the 

service provider in respect of that child will be 

recouped by the Department.  

It is necessary, therefore, for the parent to repay the 

capitation fee in respect of any weeks in which the 

child has received the ECCE service to the provider. 

For this reason, the deferral application form must be 

signed by the service provider as well as the parent.  

 

8.  Transfer from the ECCE programme to 

the Community Childcare Subvention 
Programme (CCS), or from the CCS to 

the ECCE programme  
 

There is no entitlement to transfer from the ECCE 

programme to the CCS or vice versa in the course of 

the September to August period. However, 

exceptional circumstances may arise where a request 

from a service to transfer a child from the ECCE 

programme to the CCS programme, or from the CCS 

programme to the ECCE programme, will be 

considered. Applications for such transfers must be 

made in writing to the Childcare Directorate, giving 

details of the exceptional circumstances which apply.  

 

9.  Appeals  
 

Where it has not been possible for the Childcare 

Directorate to verify the eligibility of a child for the 

ECCE programme (generally due to the provision of 

an incorrect PPS number), capitation fees will not be 

paid to the service provider in respect of that child. 

Parents may appeal this by writing to the Childcare 

Directorate, providing evidence of the child's date of 

birth and PPSN to the Childcare Directorate. The 

correspondence should be marked ñECCE Appealsò.  

Each appeal is examined and, where entitlement is 

established, the child is approved for participation in 

the programme and the appropriate payment will 

issue to the service provider.  
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BUALA BUS  
County Wicklowôs Playbus, the Buala Bus, is becoming a familiar sight on the roads of the County and a very popular site to visit 

in its towns and villages. Many children, and their parents, continue to enjoy  their experience  on the Bus and feel very 

welcomed by those staffing it. 

 

There are now 9 people working with the Playbus. Those not on the Bus itself are supporting  those who are and planning its 

routes and preparing future activities.  There are 4 Playworkers and 2 drivers on the Bus ï in 2 teams of 1 driver and 2 

Playworkers each - and 2 bookeeper/information officers who are based in the VECôs Murrough Campus. The Co-ordinator 

moves between the two. 

 

After being open to visitors in Charlesland for a number of weeks before the drivers came on board, Buala Bus has travelled to, 

and stopped in, many places around the County in the past 6 weeks ïsome places  more than once.  While a regular timetable 

has yet to begin, the Roadshows continue around the County. If you want to know where it is, or where itôs going to be, on any 

given day, phone the Playbus desk on 0404 32575. 

 

The Busôs total workforce will, in due course,  be 15 -  plus the Coordinator. The process of  recruiting 

Youth Workers and 3 more Playworkers is now underway, and a regular 

timetable is being developed. 

 

So do visit Buala Bus when it comes to  your area and let those on 

board know what youôd like to see happening when itôs there ! 

Beep Beep -  Road Safety 
for Early Years  

Wicklow County Childcare Committee began its roll-out of the 

BEEP BEEP Programme in March 2011. 

To ensure that all providers have the opportunity to avail of this free 

training and the accompanying free resources, four training events 

have been organised for October 2011 across Co. Wicklow, to 

coincide with Road Safety Awareness week 

The Beep Beep Programme was designed by the Road Safety 

Authority.  The aim of this interactive programme is to teach pre- 

school children about road safety.   A 

pack has been developed, made up of 4 

books, a CD and a manual to go hand in 

hand with the programme. These 

resources help impart the information to 

the children in their services and are 

provided free of charge (one pack to 

each service that attends a BEEP BEEP 

Workshop). 

Details of the Workshops are as follows; 

 
 

To book a place, fill out the Course Registration Form, which can be 

found on page 18 of our Training Brochure. To get a copy of our 

brochure visit www.wccc.ie , or telephone Judy on 0404 64455. 

Date  Place Time  

Mon 10 th  October Glenview Hotel, Glen Oõ 

the Downs  

8pm - 9.30pm 

Wed 12th  October Arklow Bay Hotel, Arklow  8pm - 9.30pm 

Mon 17 th  October Grand Hotel, Wicklow  8pm - 9.30pm 

Wed 19th  October Donard Glen Pre -School 8pm - 9.30pm 

Ciara Watson, Owner/Manager 

Naionra Phadraig na gClocha Liath, Greystones 

Andrea Doyle, Owner/Manager   

Fairyhill Montessori, Bray 

New Facilities  

http://www.wccc.ie

